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2016 Assessment Timeline 

Step Description Date 

1 Get, format then assess data 7/1/2015 

2 Draft Assessment & Internal Review 3/28/2016 

3 Public Comment (45 day plus respond) 6/13/2016 

4 Publish  response to comments in Arizona Administrative Register 9/30/2016 

5 Submit to EPA 12/15/2016 

6 EPA Review 7/26/2017 

7 EPA Publishes Changes in Federal Register 9/25/2017 

Total Elapsed Time = 817 Days! 
Deadline for submission to EPA 4/1/2016…so 258 days late 

Days 

271 

77 

109 

76 

223 

61 



The Empire State Building was built in 410 days 
(1/22/1930 to 3/8/1931) 

Arizona CWA Assessment finished in 817 days 
(7/1/2015 to 9/25/2017) 



2016 Assessment Timeline 

Step Description Date 

1 Get, format then assess data 7/1/2015 

2 Draft Assessment & Internal Review 3/28/2016 

3 Public Comment (45 day plus respond) 6/13/2016 

4 Publish  response to comments in Arizona Administrative Register 9/30/2016 

5 Submit to EPA 12/15/2016 

6 EPA Review 7/26/2017 

7 EPA Publishes Changes in Federal Register 9/25/2017 

126 days in public comment locked in 
Leaves 149 days until April 1st 
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16% 

Source: 2014 EPA Integrated Report Requirements Memo 

Percentage of 
states that 
submitted the 
Integrated Report 
to EPA by April 1st 
in FY12. 



 



Context 
 Waterbodies Assessed 

in 2016 Assessment  
(5 year window) 

– Attaining All = 20 

– Attaining Some = 92 

– Not Attaining = 75 

– Impaired = 68 

Total = 349 
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1. “Real time” assessments 
2. Track assessment history 
3. Button push loading to ATTAINS 



Vision 

 Contract awarded on 
5/17/2018 

 Two Phases 

– Phase 1 – “Real time” 
impairment 
determinations 

– Phase 2 – Attainment 
determinations & load 
to ATTAINs. 

Hike to Chevelon Creek. 
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ADEQ Water Quality Database 



WQX 

ADEQ 
Database 

(Data) 

Assessment 
Calculator 

Assessment 
Database 

ATTAINS 

ADEQ 
Database 

(Standards) 

Real-time 
Assessment

Report 

WQX 



 
www.waterqualitydata.us  

WQX 
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Assessment Calculator 

 Resolve data formatting issues 

 Resolve data credibility issues 

 Aggregate data by time and 
space 

 Find exceedances by 
comparing data to standards 

 Make impairment / attainment 
determinations based on 
assessment methodology 

 

Sampling on Mittry Lake 

Saguaro Lake 
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Assessment Database 

 Maintain assessment 
history (assessment unit 
/ parameter / use) 

 User interface to track 
improvements / changes 

 User ability to manually 
override automated 
decisions 

 Ability to treat critical 
conditions and locations 
separately from dataset 

 

Fossil Creek 

Santa Cruz River 



Real Time Assessments 
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Surgical Strike by Assessment Unit 

 Identify data gaps to make an 
attainment or impairment 
decision at the parameter 
level 
– Number of exceedances 

– Minimum number of 
exceedances to make an 
attainment or impairment 
decision 

– Number of samples 

– Minimum number of samples 
to make an attainment or 
impairment decision 

 Copper Creek 



 



In Process – Stream 
nutrient standards 

research with NSTEP help. 

In Process – Probabilistic 
Fish Consumption 

Monitoring.  Should we 
have a statewide 

mercury advisory? 

Finished – Probabilistic 
Intermittent Stream 
Monitoring – 6.25 % of 
intermittent streams 
statewide impaired.  


