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30+
in-house experts on environmental law,  
policy, science, and governance.

75
workshops, educational webinars, 
conferences, and other events 
attended by 22,166 people.

156,515
total listens of our People Places Planet 
podcast.

7,005
downloads of ELI research reports.

In the midst of tectonic shifts and evolving challenges, it is with profound gratitude that we 
invite you to join us in reflecting on the Environmental Law Institute’s work in 2023.

For more than five decades, ELI has been a thought leader in good governance. Devising 
robust and equitable governance systems is at the core of our work to address many of 
the most consequential environmental challenges faced today. Good governance supports 
decisionmakers in crafting solutions that work for communities and industry alike. 
Five decades of successes have taught us that solutions that best serve all are built on 
independent, evidence-based foundations—a proud pillar of ELI’s fifty-plus-year history.

We are delighted to present our 2023 Impact Report. Inside, you will find accounts of how 
ELI’s work supports efforts to scale up natural infrastructure for climate resilience, strengthen 
protection mechanisms for environmental defenders in Peru, design a marine protected 
area for endangered sperm whales in Dominica, and empower women water diplomats in 
conflict-sensitive basins. Environmental justice is a throughline that informs all of our efforts. 
ELI supports governance initiatives at all levels, whether providing ready-made tools for local 
municipalities to take climate action or articulating a global framework for water tenure.

As we begin 2024 in earnest, we extend our deep gratitude to each of you for your 
unwavering support. Together, we have the power to realize meaningful change and secure a 
brighter future for generations to come. Your continued engagement and dedication are the 
driving force behind our shared mission. Truly, thank you.

FROM THE PRESIDENT  
AND BOARD CHAIR

Jordan Diamond 
President

Robert Kirsch
Chair of the Board

These numbers, just like this annual report, 
represent but a sliver of our work. We are excited 
about the work represented within these pages, 
but there is much more outside of them. If you 
want to know more, sign up for our mailing list at 
go.eli.org/updates.

ELI BY NUMBERS

Robert Kirsch
Chair of the Board

Jordan Diamond
President
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The Institute's work to advance good environmental governance spans the globe. Given our 
global footprint, we know that each community’s needs are different. Partnering with and 
empowering local communities is a core aspect of how ELI is furthering environmental justice.

WORLDWIDE IMPACT

Ventilation in Schools: A Review 
of State Policy Strategies 
released. See all of the
reports we published in 
2023 on page 19.

ELI and ALI-CLE host 
Environmental Law 2023, our 
annual CLE that keeps the 
field current. Learn more 
about our education program 
on page 13.

First-ever Global Dialogue
on Water Tenure launched by 
the United Nations. Read more 
about our work on water tenure 
on page 7. 

ELI launches the Climate 
Judiciary Project’s curriculum. 
Find out more on page 17.

U.S. Supreme Court 
announces Sackett v. EPA 
decision. Learn about our 
response on page 11.

ELI publishes Model 
Executive Order on Food Waste 
Reduction in partnership with 
NRDC. Read more about our 
work to support municipal 
governments on page 5.

Deforestación y Derecho, a 
manual of resources that 
Colombian judges can utilize in 
cases related to deforestation, 
is released. Discover how else 
ELI is advancing Environmental 
Rule of Law on page 9.

Dr. J. Marshall Shepherd is 
named as the recipient of 
ELI’s 2023 Environmental 
Achievement Award. Learn 
more about Dr. Shepherd 
and the award on page 25.

Editors Scott Schang and John 
Dernbach discuss their book, 
Governing for Sustainability 
(ELI Press), at an ELI webinar. 
See all 2023 books we 
published on page 20.

SEP

The 2023 Annual Award 
Dinner, a seminal event for 
the environmental profession. 
Learn about the sponsors that 
make it possible on page 26.

ELI convenes a conference of 
multisectoral leaders to 
discuss implementation of the 
Inflation Reduction Act. Find 
out about ELI’s field-building 
work on page 13. 

Women in Water Diplomacy 
Network launches North 
American branch. Discover how 
ELI is building partnerships for 
inclusive water governance on 
page 15.

A YEAR IN REVIEW
A snippet of ELI's 2023 Work
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TEMPLATIZATION 

(noun) 
 
ELI's local governance work catalyzes momentum for 
ambitious climate action by municipalities and other 
local governments. Its model ordinances & policies,  
toolkits, and briefs can be tailored to the specific interests 
and needs of individual municipalities—and make it 
easier to take action by reducing the transaction costs of 
research and drafting: a process we call templatization.

With federal efforts often stymied by 
gridlock, cities and states are stepping up. 
ELI’s municipal climate work is reducing the 
transaction costs of taking action by creating 
off-the-shelf tools and resources for 
local governments. 

For small-and mid-size cities, climate 
initiatives are often under-staffed and under-
resourced—sometimes with one employee 
for an entire city! ELI enables these and other 
cities to act on climate challenges by creating 
toolkits and drafting model ordinances and 
policies based on extensive best  
practices research.

Much of the local governance work begins 
on the ground in Nashville, Tennessee, and 
is templatized for cities and towns across the 
country. Published materials cover topics 
such as food waste reporting and compost 
procurement. In 2024, the initiative will 
release a model community composting 
ordinance in addition to a new toolkit on 
actions to increase the availability of and 
public engagement on the benefits of plant-
based proteins.  

LOCAL GOVERNANCE 
FOR CHANGE
Empowering Municipal Action on 
Climate and Waste Reduction

"The model municipal policies 
and tools that ELI and NRDC 
have been developing 
together are vital ways to help 
cities understand and act to 
reduce food waste, thereby 
also lessening the climate, 
environmental, economic, and 
social impacts that accompany 
the wasting of food. NRDC 
values this partnership 
tremendously; these essential 
resources would not exist 
without the impressive 
technical and policy expertise 
of the ELI team."

-Darby Hoover,  
Natural Resources Defense Council
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For the past 50 years, the Environmental Law 
Institute has been driven by an unwavering 
commitment to community engagement 
and representation, a mission that lies at the 
heart of our work in advocating for the legal 
recognition and protection of Indigenous 
and local communities’ land and resource 
governance rights. Despite significant strides in 
recognizing and safeguarding land and forest 
tenure, the concept of water tenure has been 
overlooked due to challenges in defining how 
the concept of tenure applies to this “fugitive” 
and necessarily shared resource. Yet the 
equitable management, use, and governance 
of freshwater are essential to the realization 
of communities’ food security, sustainable 
livelihoods, health, cultural integrity, and 
climate resilience. 

Since 2017, ELI has worked to remedy the 
gaps in data, understanding, and advocacy 
around Indigenous Peoples’ and community-

WHEN IT COMES TO 
WATER USE, WHO 
DECIDES?

Marine Tenure to 
Support Sustainable 
Fisheries

In addition to ELI’s work on freshwater 
tenure, ELI has worked extensively on 
marine tenure–the relationship people 
have with ocean resources. Marine tenure 
is critically important to communities 
around the world, whose livelihoods 
depend on stable and continuous access to 
ocean resources, including fish. 

When marine tenure is clearly articulated 
in the law, communities gain certainty 
about their rights, as well as increased food 
and economic stability. Secure tenure also 
enables communities to protect their rights 
from claims by others, reduce conflict, and 
encourage communities to invest their 
efforts into sustainable management of 
ocean resources. However, marine tenure 
rights are not always included in the law, 
and when they are included, references to 
marine tenure can be vague or insufficient 

"Without doubt, the Environmental Law Institute 
remains the global leader on the conceptualization 

and legal recognition of community-based/customary 
water tenure, forging and inspiring worldwide 

strategic partnerships at the same time."

—Barbara van Koppen,  
Scientist Emerita at the International Water Management Institute 

based water tenure to show that, despite 
the inherently unique aspects of water, it is 
possible to articulate a core set of water rights 
that comprise—in varying formulations—the 
diverse water tenure regimes found around the 
world. Taking this “bundle of rights” approach 
can enable countries to identify critical areas 
for harmonization across the water, land, 
forest, fisheries, and other key resource-sector 
legislation. This, in turn, provides an important 
basis for improved, integrated, and more 
equitable land and water governance.

Additional work with the International Water 
Management Institute (IWMI) has furthered 
understanding around legal recognition 
and protection of customary water tenure. 
Recent ongoing work with the United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has 
enabled ELI to contribute to the development 
and application of national-level water tenure 
assessment methodology and the creation of 
a roadmap for an FAO-led global consultative 
process to develop principles for responsible 
governance of water tenure.

WATER TENURE 
(noun)

The concept of water tenure encompasses the 
diverse rights, rules, customs, and practices 
(including formal, informal, legal, and illegal) that 
shape how individuals and groups access and use 
water resources at different scales, also referred to 
as water tenure arrangements.

to provide rights holders with procedures 
and mechanisms to protect their rights. 
ELI analyzes marine tenure regimes 
around the world and, much like with 
freshwater tenure, we are a global leader 
when it comes to marine tenure.

This past year, ELI, jointly with the Pacific 
Community, wrote the Legal Guide 
to Enabling and Strengthening Coastal 
Fisheries Co-Management in the Pacific, 
which helps countries revise their laws 
by recognizing customary rights and 
incorporating or strengthening specific 
fisheries co-management mechanisms. 
In Mozambique and South Africa, a two-
year project helped governments and 
stakeholders better understand concepts 
of sustainable small-scale fisheries 
governance, international best practices, 
and ways to improve their countries’ legal 
frameworks. In Belize, ELI is supporting 
sustainability of fisheries by helping 
small-scale fishing communities and 
other stakeholders understand the state 
of fisheries and potential pathways to 
improving fisheries management.
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STEERING  
THE COURSE

Environmental Rule of Law (EROL) is a 
foundational concept emphasizing the 
critical role of legal systems in safeguarding 
the environment and environmental rights. 
It operates on the principle that robust, 
enforceable laws integrated with fundamental 
rights are vital for the protection and 
sustainable management of natural resources, 
and for addressing critical issues such as 
pollution, climate change, and biodiversity loss. 
For decades, ELI and its partners have been at 
the forefront of EROL.

In 2023, ELI collaborated with the United 
Nations Environment Programme and partners 
to release a second Environmental Rule of Law 
Report. This report frames the next generation 
of environmental law globally and focuses on 
law that is both just and justly promulgated. 
EROL serves as the cornerstone for ensuring 
enforcement, compliance, and accountability 
on a global scale, providing the necessary 
framework to uphold environmental standards 
and safeguard our planet for  
future generations.

Moving Beyond  
Theory: Actualizing 
Good Governance
Beyond ELI’s thought leadership, ELI also 
leads the charge on operationalizing rule of 
law. In 2023 alone, ELI worked to strengthen 
protection mechanisms for environmental 
defenders in Peru, bolster institutional capacity 
for addressing natural resource crimes in 
Guatemala and Honduras, and launched a 
judicial manual in Colombia to make informed 
decisions on cases pertaining to deforestation.

Our work to operationalize the rule of law 
extends to conservation, too. ELI’s Ocean 
Program helps the Commonwealth of 
Dominica to draft national legislation to create 
a reserve for sperm whales, who are at risk 
of fatal ship strikes. The main purpose of the 
reserve is to protect sperm whales and their 
habitat, as well as to regulate activities related 
to humans’ interactions with sperm whales and  
other cetaceans.

Environmental Rule of Law

International Network 
for Environmental 
Compliance and 
Enforcement
In addition to country-specific work, ELI 
serves as the Secretariat for the International 
Network for Environmental Compliance and 
Enforcement (INECE).

Environmental challenges transcend 
national borders. Therefore, the creation of 
global mechanisms for accountability and 
enforcement are essential to effectively 
addressing transboundary issues. INECE is the 
only global organization focused exclusively 
on achieving compliance with environmental 
law through effective compliance promotion 
and enforcement strategies, including 
administrative, civil, criminal, and judicial 
enforcement. 

"It is through the 
tenets of the 
environmental rule of 
law that we nurture 
the aspiration that 
[...] transformations 
find realization, 
transcending 
theoretical intent  
to become  
tangible realities." 

— Patricia Kameri-Mbote, 
 Environmental Rule of Law: Tracking  

Progress and Charting Future Directions
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CRITICAL ECOSYSTEMS

Wetlands are critical ecosystems that 
provide many important benefits for 
people and wildlife and are integral to local 
communities' culture and economy. Wetlands 
benefits include flood protection, coastal 
resilience, carbon storage, and water quality 
improvement and protection.

Following the Sackett v. EPA decision, 
the spotlight on wetlands protection has 
intensified. More than ever, we are aware of 
the value we offer wetlands professionals and 
communities–timely, balanced information 
on wetlands law, policy, science, and 
management. 

The May 2023 ruling by the Supreme 
Court in Sackett v. EPA underscores 
the critical significance of ELI’s work 
on wetlands. Following this decision, 
numerous wetlands previously 
under federal jurisdiction have lost 
their protection. Consequently, the 
responsibility for wetland protection 
now falls primarily on states and local 
authorities. At the same time, there is 
a growing understanding of wetlands 
as critical safeguards against climate 
change. This shift is poised to result 
in a fragmented landscape of wetland 
protection, highlighting the urgent 
need for cohesive and comprehensive 
conservation strategies. 

Navigating a  
Post-Sackett World

In 2023, ELI worked with partners and 
communities across the country to identify 
challenges and opportunities for using natural 
infrastructure as hazard mitigation strategies. 
Across many communities, the missing piece of 
the puzzle is often local capacity to push forward 
these solutions. ELI's mission is to bridge these 
gaps by building capacity, fostering partnerships, 
and connecting communities with the tools 
and resources needed to incorporate natural 
infrastructure into mitigation planning.
From 2021 to 2023, ELI identified strategies 

Scaling Up Natural 
Infrastructure for  
Climate Resilience

and tools to scale up and support nature-
based infrastructure projects affecting the 
Mississippi River and its tributaries. After 
extensive collaboration with regional partners, 
ELI published a suite of reports examining key, 
cross-cutting problems and presenting viable 
solutions. These reports tackle issues like 
permitting nature-based projects; prioritization 
of nature-based alternatives; advancing use of 
nature-based solutions for hazard mitigation; 
and overcoming barriers to access to crucial 
funding sources.

Wetlands for Climate Resilience

NATURE-BASED SOLUTIONS 
(noun) 
 
refers to the strategic integration of natural elements 
into infrastructure development to mitigate climate 
change effects, diminish flood hazards, enhance 
water quality, protect wetlands, and yield other 
co-benefits. Nature-based solutions is an umbrella 
term encompassing natural infrastructure, green 
infrastructure, and natural climate solutions. 

2023  
Wetlands Award Winners

Adam Davis
Business  

Leadership

Matt Hough
Promoting  
Awareness

Rebecca Swadek
Wetlands Program 

Development

Scott Fisher
Local  

Stewardship

Bingqing Liu
Scientific  
Research

Charlotte  
Michaluk

Youth Leadership

Through initiatives such as the Wetlands Awards 
program, we feature local champions and their 
work to protect wetlands.
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BUILDING  
THE FIELD

ELI’s Education Department provides 
cutting-edge programming about the latest 
developments in environmental law and 
policy through webinars, hybrid and in-person 
seminars, and Continuing Legal Education 
courses. Our educational programming 
convenes people with diverse perspectives to 
build understanding through robust debate 
and presentations. We provide content for 
both our members and the general public, with 
the conviction that more skilled environmental 
professionals result in better environmental 
outcomes. The ultimate goal is to advance 
good environmental governance globally.

On November 8, 2023, ELI co-hosted 
Implementing the IRA and Accelerating the 
Energy Transition: Legal and Policy Challenges 
on the Road to Net Zero in partnership 
with the Georgetown Climate Center and 
the Environmental Law & Policy Program 
of Georgetown Law. The one-day event 
considered the implementation of the 
Inflation Reduction Act and featured keynotes 
and panels on equity, the power sector, 
transportation, and carbon management 
& accounting. It was a multi-stakeholder 
dialogue focused on breaking down key 
challenges, identifying possible solutions, and 
generating momentum for future action.

During the conference, leaders from multiple 
sectors identified key challenges in achieving 
an effective and fair energy transition. This 
included balancing seemingly opposite 
forces, like urgency and process, as well as 
consensus-building and costs. Opportunities 
and areas of common ground include 
identifying priorities, coordinating actors, 
and restructuring systems. And focus areas 
for action include the need to build capacity, 
develop partnerships, demonstrate and share 
solutions, and determine equitable measures 
of success.

GreenTech

This word cloud draws from the topics 
covered by ELI's 2023 webinars. Scan the QR code to see all of our conference  

takeaways or go to eli.org/ira-takeaways

ELI has continued to grow its environmental 
justice programming. In 2023, we continued to 
increase diversity of race and gender among 
our speakers. We held specific environmental 
justice sessions at both of our annual Boot 
Camps, as well as at our annual Summer 
School series. The Environmental Justice 
session of Summer School was the most 
popular session of the year, reaching well 
over 1,000 registrants. Additionally, we held 
three sessions of our Community Lawyering 
for Environmental Justice Continuing Legal 
Education series and continued our paid 
internship program, along with various 
other stand-alone programs focusing on 
environmental justice.

Environmental 
Justice in Focus
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This year, at least 40 U.S. states anticipate water 
scarcity. Water management requires, more than 
ever, knowledge exchange, collective dialogue, 
and mobilization. The Women in Water Diplomacy 
Network launched its North American Network 
in 2023 in response to the escalating challenges 
posed by water scarcity and fueled by the 
Network’s commitment to empower members and 
validate shared experiences. 

Beginning in the Nile Basin in 2017, the Network 
was created in response to unsustainable 
water management where women and girls are 
both disproportionately impacted and vastly 
underrepresented. The Network has since grown 
into a global community of women water leaders 
(and male champions supporting gender equality), 
working collectively to strengthen women’s 
leadership in transboundary water decisions. 
The Network extends across the Nile and 
Orange-Senqu Basins in Africa, Central Asia and 
Afghanistan, and, most recently, North America.

As disagreements over water management 
become more complicated in a changing climate, 
water diplomacy is an ever more important 
tool to ensure equitable water management. 
Effective water diplomacy hinges on diverse 
actors contributing unique skills, knowledge, and 
experience, as no single person possesses all the 
necessary tools for successful water management.

STATE OF FLOW

While the North American Network may 
be new, ELI has been at the forefront of 
addressing water quality and scarcity issues 
in North America for decades. This includes 
our annual, week-long water quality training 
workshop that brings together staff from 
States, Tribes, Territories, and EPA. Together 
they foster a network of practitioners, enhance 
coordination, build technical skills in water 
quality data management and restoration plan 
development, and ultimately improve Clean 
Water Act implementation. 

ELI also has developed a catalogue of 
resources over the years documenting 
and analyzing approaches, successes, and 

Advancing Effective 
Water Management

shortcomings in water management at all 
levels of government in the United States. 
Most recently, ELI and the Alliance for Water 
Efficiency released the third iteration of the 
State Policy Scorecard for Water Efficiency and 
Sustainability, which encourages state action 
to advance water efficiency, conservation, 
sustainability, and affordability by identifying 
exemplary laws and policies as well as 
opportunities for improvement across the 
country. The scorecard evaluates each 
state's adoption of laws and policies aimed 
at advancing water efficiency, conservation, 
sustainability, and affordability, with the goal 
of guiding and advocating for improved water 
management practices nationwide.

"By coming together 
with each other and 
our allies we create 
opportunities to  
further protect the  
land and water for  
future generations.” 

—Chairwoman Amelia Flores,  
Colorado River Indian Tribes

Supporting Inclusive Water  
Governance Across North America

From the Nile to  
the Colorado

Illustration:  
Radhika Gupta/SIWI
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CLIMATE 
JUDICIARY 
PROJECT

Amid a growing wave of climate-related case 
filings brought in many different areas of law, 
judges are increasingly called upon to address 
this growing body of science and law. As with 
other complex or technical topics that arise 
in the courtroom, from medicine, to tech, to 
neuroscience, judges value access to objective 
educational information on climate science. ELI 
has answered this call with the first-of-its kind 
Climate Judiciary Project (CJP). 

Through its educational events, CJP has 
reached an estimated 1,800 judges with 
authoritative, objective, and trusted education 
about the science of climate change as it is 
understood by the expert scientific community. 
CJP educational events are organized through 
established judicial education institutions, 
and include a program designed to grow a 
nationwide network of judges who work to 
advance judicial education on climate science 
in their own jurisdictions. Such events, led by 
judges who participated in CJP programming, 

took place this year in states across the 
country, including California, Indiana, 
Kentucky, Maryland, New York, and Oregon. 

In addition to our educational events, 2023 
saw the completion of 13 modules of CJP’s 
Climate Science and Law for Judges Curriculum, 
authored by leading climate scientists and 
legal scholars, and the launch of a new 
resource website.

CJP is uniquely qualified and positioned to 
meet the growing demand from judges for 
the basic science they need to make informed 
decisions in cases involving climate science. 
Looking ahead, CJP will educate a new cohort 
of judicial leaders, strengthen and enlarge 
its robust network of experts and partners, 
continue to disseminate and build on its  
curriculum, and explore opportunities 
to educate judges internationally.

"I was honored to serve as 
Indiana’s 2022 delegate to CJP’s 
2-week course on climate science 
fundamentals from the field’s 
brightest minds. This training 
and the Project’s supplemental 
support enabled me and local 
experts to present a seminar on 
Climate Science and Our Hoosier 
State at the Indiana Judiciary’s 
Spring 2023 Judicial College. The 
seminar was well-received, and 
I can envision climate-related 
programming serving as a semi-
regular component of Indiana’s 
ongoing judicial curriculum. I 
thank CJP for its great work."

—Judge Stephen E. Scheele
Lake Superior Court, 

 Civil Division – Indiana

Find the Climate 
Science and Law for 
Judges Curriculum at 

cjp.eli.org.
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2023 REPORTS, BRIEFS,  
AND TOOLKITS

Air Quality
Ventilation in Schools: A Review of State Policy 
Strategies

Database of State IAQ Laws

Wildfire Smoke: State Policies for Reducing 
Indoor Exposure

Empowering Municipal  
Action
Research Brief: An Overview of Hands-on 
Resources for Hosting Accessible Events

Model Executive Order on Municipal Leadership 
on Food Waste Reduction: With and Without 
Commentaries

A Toolkit for Implementing Share  
Tables in Municipal Schools

Model Ordinance Establishing a Pay-As-You-
Throw Program for Residential Municipal Solid 
Waste: With and Without Commentaries

State and City Food Waste Reduction Goals: 
Context, Best Practices, and Precedents

Food Waste Prevention Guide Series

Background Memorandum, Model Executive Order 
on Municipal Leadership on Food Waste Reduction, 
co-authored with Natural Resources Defense Council

Wetlands & Freshwater 
Governance
Filling the Gaps: Strategies for States/Tribes for 
Protection of Non-WOTUS Waters

USACE Project Partnership Agreements: 
Problematic Provisions for  
Non-Federal Sponsors

2022 State Policy Scorecard for Water Efficiency 
and Sustainability

2023 National Training Workshop on Water 
Quality Data, Assessment, and Plans: Final 
Project Report and Training Workshop 
Proceedings 

Women in Water Diplomacy Network 
Engagement in the 2023 UN Water Conference

North American Women in Water Diplomacy 
Network Launch Event Report

Advancing Nature-Based
Solutions
Unlocking Nature's Potential: A Guide to 
Navigating Federal Permits and Environmental 
Reviews to Facilitate Use of Nature-Based Solutions 

Overcoming Barriers Created by Cost Share 
Requirements: Considerations for Advancing 
Natural Infrastructure Throughout Mississippi River 
Basin

Prioritization and Acceleration of Natural and 
Nature-Based Solutions: Pathways to Phased 
Implementation of Complex Water Resource 
Projects

Embedding Natural Resource Expertise in 
Hazard Mitigation Planning: Opportunities for 
Integration in the Mississippi  
River Basin

Oceans
Transboundary Marine Species at Risk & Their 
Recovery in a Changing Climate: Workshop 
Report

Full Report on Stakeholder Workshops and 
Meetings Held in Belize June 12-16, 2023

Legal Guide to Enabling and Strengthening 
Coastal Fisheries Co-Management in 
the Pacific

Energy & Land-Use
Texas Offshore Wind Energy for Framework 2023

Fish Forward: Best Practices for Sustainable 
Land-Based Aquaculture in Maine

Takeaways From 2023 Implementing the IRA and 
Accelerating the Energy Transition Conference

Environmental Rule of Law
Environmental Rule of Law: Tracking Progress and 
Charting Future Directions

Deforestación y Derecho: Manual para el Abordaje 
Judicial de la Deforestación en Colombia

Environmental Peacebuilding
Toolkit on Monitoring and Evaluation of 
Environmental Peacebuilding

Primer on Monitoring and Evaluation of 
Environmental Peacebuilding

Addressing the "Green Resource Curse" in Sub-
Saharan Africa

ELI  Publications
Environmental Law Reporter 
Navigate to elr.info to see all of  
2023's articles.

Environmental Forum
Find all of 2023's articles at go.eli.org/tef.

Governing for Sustainability 
edited by John C. Dernbach & 
Scott E. Schang

Principal Trends on Brazilian  
Environmental Law 
edited by Marcelo F. Dias

Remarkable Cities and the Security and Sovereignty 
of Food and Nutrition 
by Jonathan Rosenbloom 

PFAS Deskbook 
by James B. Pollack 

Toxic Intent  
by Joshua Ozymy & Melissa Jarrell Ozymy

Scan the QR code 
to view and access 
the full list or visit 
go.eli.org/r23

Note: Environmental justice is not segmented out as a separate 
focus area because ELI strives to infuse environmental justice into 
all its programs.
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Senior Attorney; 
Director, Western 
Water Program

Jack Schnettler
Public Interest 
Environmental Law 
Fellow

Maya Sokoloff
Communications 
Associate

Ella Stack
Research Associate

William J. Straub
Editorial & 
Production 
Assistant

Jessica Sugarman
Policy Analyst

Sandra Nichols 
Thiam
Vice President, 
Research & Policy

Jessica J. Troell
Senior Attorney; 
Director, 
International 
Water Program; 
Director, Africa 
Program

Laura Van Wyk
Human Resource 
Director, Benefits 
& Compliance

Sarah Vican
Manager, 
Educational 
Programs

Zoe Vogel
Public Interest 
Environmental Law 
Fellow

Therese 
Wilkerson
Staff Attorney

Kathy Wei
Development & 
Board Associate

Renee West
Administrative 
& Membership 
Coordinator

STAFF
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BOARD CHAIR
Rob Kirsch
Retired Partner, Wilmer 
Cutler Pickering Hale 
and Dorr LLP

VICE CHAIR
Vickie Patton
General Counsel, 
Environmental  
Defense Fund

EXECUTIVE  
COMMITTEE
Beth Deane
Chief Legal Officer,  
Electric Hydrogen

Jordan Diamond
President, Environmental 
Law Institute

Mason Emnett
Senior Vice President, 
Public Policy, Constellation

Stacey Halliday
Partner, Arnold & Porter 
Kaye Scholer LLP

Gwendolyn Keyes 
Fleming
Partner, DLA Piper

Peggy Otum
Partner, Wilmer Cutler 
Pickering Hale & Dorr LLP

Bradley Marten
Chairman, Marten Law LLC

Margaret Spring
Chief Conservation & 
Science Officer, Monterey 
Bay Aquarium

DIRECTORS 
Marisa Blackshire
Vice President, 
Environment and 
Regulatory Law, 
Bloom Energy

Marisa Buchanan
Senior Vice President, Low 
Carbon Solutions — bp 
trading & shipping, bp

Ruth Ann Castro
Senior Counsel,w Global 
Environmental Healthy & 
Safety, Google

Nadira Clarke
Partner, Baker Botts LLP

James Colopy
Partner, Farella Braun + 
Martel LLP

Paul Davies
Partner, Partner,  
Latham & Watkins LLP

Jay Duffy
Senior Attorney, Center for 
Applied Environmental Law 
and Policy

Sally Fisk
Vice President & Assistant 
General Counsel, 
Environmental & 
Sustainability Law, Pfizer

Linda French
Global Head of ESG Policy 
& Regulation, 
JP Morgan Chase

R. Juge Gregg
Partner, Crowell & Moring 
LLP

Ebony Griffin-Guerrier
Senior Legislative Counsel, 
Earthjustice

Daniel Hemel
Professor of Law, New York 
University School of Law

Carrie Jenks
Executive Director, 
Environmental & Energy 
Law Program, Harvard Law 
School

Rick Leahy
Senior Staff Attorney, 
Environmental & Energy 
Law Program, Harvard Law 
School

John Lovenburg
Vice President, 
Environment & 
Sustainability, BNSF 
Railway

Raymond B. 
Ludwiszewski
Partner, Gibson, Dunn & 
Crutcher LLP

Michael G. Mahoney
Environmental Compliance 
Lead, Teva Pharmaceuticals

Martha Marrapese
Partner, Wiley Rein LLP

Roger Martella
Vice President & Chief 
Sustainability Officer, GE

Martha Marrapese
Partner, Wiley Rein LLP

Angeles Murgier
Strategy and Partnerships, 
Rewilding Argentina

Granta Y. Nakayama
Partner, King & Spalding 
LLC

Margaret Peloso
Global Climate Officer & 
Executive Director, Chubb 
Charitable Foundation

Robert Perciasepe
Senior Adviser, Center 
for Climate and Energy 
Solutionsw

Davina Pujari
Partner, Wilmer Cutler 
Pickering Hale & Dorr LLP

Stephen Rahaim
Vice President, Associate 
General Counsel and 
Assistant Corporate 
Secretary, DuPont de 
Nemours, Inc.

Christopher P. Reynolds
Deputy Chief Executive and 
Executive Vice President, 
Toyota Motor North 
America

Ethan Shenkman
Partner, Wilmer Cutler 
Pickering Hale & Dorr LLP

Mathy Stanislaus
Vice Provost & 
Executive Director, 
The Environmental 
Collaboratory, Drexel 
University

Mark Templeton
Clinical Professor of Law 
& Director of the Abrams 
Environmental Law Clinic, 
University of Chicago Law 
School

Hilary Tompkins
Partner, Hogan Lovells

Carita Walker
Chief Legal Officer, General 
Counsel & Head of Legal, 
Shell Recharge

Alex Wang
Professor of Law, UCLA 
School of Law

Carlton Waterhouse
Professor of Law, Howard 
University School of Law

2023 BOARD MEMBERS

Big thanks to King & Spalding and 
Granta Nakayama for generously 

hosting us on your rooftop for ELI's 
June 2023 board meeting.
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Dr. J. Marshall Shepherd is a leading 
climate scientist, an award-winning 
teacher, and a trusted public speaker 
who believes deeply in the importance 
of communicating his work and 
its significance to the public and 
policymakers—what he calls “end-to-
end” science education. In 2021, Dr. 
Shepherd was elected to the National 
Academy of Sciences, the National 
Academy of Engineering, and the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
three of the highest academic honors 
in the nation. His research has cast 
new light on climate justice issues by 
describing the effects of urban heat 
islands and climate change on increased 
flooding in disadvantaged communities.

Dr. J. 
Marshall 
Shepherd
2023 Environmental  
Achievement Award 

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP

Alston & Bird LLP

Baker Hostetler LLP

Bergeson & Campbell, PC

BNSF Railway

The Boeing Company

Bracewell LLP

Laurie Burt LLC

Center for Climate and Energy Solutions

Climate Leadership Council

Constellation Energy

Environmental Defense Fund

Farella Braun + Martel LLP

First Environment, Inc.

General Electric

Geosyntec Consultants, Inc.

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Greenberg Traurig, LLP

Paul Hanle & David van Hoogstraten

Hess Corporation

Hogan Lovells US LLP

IBM Corporation

Jenner & Block LLP

K&L Gates LLP

Keller and Heckman LLP

Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Marten Law LLP

Monterey Bay Aquarium

Perkins Coie LLP

Pfizer Inc.

Shook, Hardy & Bacon LLP

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

Van Ness Feldman LLP

Venable LLP

Vinson & Elkins LLP

Wiley Rein LLP

Arnold & Porter Kaye  
Scholer LLP

Baker Botts LLP

Beveridge & Diamond PC

Crowell & Moring LLP

DLA Piper LLP

Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP

King & Spalding LLP

Latham & Watkins LLP

McGuireWoods LLP

Sidley Austin LLP

Wilmer Cutler Pickering  
Hale and Dorr LLP

Star Sponsors

Super Star Sponsors

AWARD DINNER SPONSORS
ELI's Environmental Achievement Award is presented annually to one individual or 
organization that has made a profound contribution to environmental protection, 
conservation, and sustainability. It is awarded and celebrated at our annual Award 
Dinner, which in 2023 was attended by nearly 600 guests.
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ELI's work and impact is made possible only through the generous support  
of our community. 
We are profoundly grateful for every gift we receive, and would not be here without 
them. It's our pleasure to honor our key donors below. 

ANNUAL DONORS

Anonymous
Lynn Bergeson
Kenneth Berlin
Marisa Blackshire
J. Tom Boer
Edward Boling
Marisa Buchanan 
Laurie Burt 
Jonathan Cannon
Leslie Carothers
RuthAnn Castro
Loyti Cheng
Lily Chinn
Nadira Clarke
James Colopy
Ann Condon
John C. Cruden
Paul Davies
Beth Deane
Jordan Diamond
Julie Domike
Jay Duffy
Alexandra Dapolito 
 Dunn
Amy L. Edwards
Mason Emnett 
David Erickson

Adeeb Fadil
Linda Fisher
Sally Fisk
Scott Fulton
J. William Futrell
Michael B. Gerrard
Michael Goodstein
Carol Green
Paul E. Hagen
Ridgway M. Hall, Jr.
Stacey Halliday
Daniel Hemel
Margaret Anne Hill
Buzz Hines
Charles Howland
Brian D. Israel
Scott Janoe
Carrie Jenks
Carol Adaire Jones
Michael Kavanaugh
Gwendolyn Keyes
 Fleming
Laurence S. Kirsch
Robert C. Kirsch
Adam Kushner
Elliott Laws
Richard Leahy

Lawrence Liebesman
Christopher Locke
John Lovenburg
Raymond
 Ludwiszewski
Jane C. Luxton
Michael Mahoney
Elizabeth Malone
Byron Marchant
Martha  Marrapese
Roger Martella, Jr.
Bradley M. Marten
Craig Mathews
Keith Matthews
David Menotti
Thomas Milch
Stacey Mitchell
Thomas Mounteer
Kevin Murray
Granta Nakayama
Kirsten Nathanson
Peggy Otum
Vickie Patton
Margaret Peloso
John A. Pendergrass
Robert Perciasepe
Robert V. Percival

Kevin Poloncarz
Ann Powers
Judith Praitis
Davina Pujari
Martha L. Rees
Christopher Reynolds
Kathy Robb
Nicholas Robinson
Shailesh Sahay
John & Virginia Sall
Justin Savage
Scott Schang
Ethan Shenkman
Margaret Spring
Donald Stever
Margaret N. Strand
Edward Strohbehn, 
 Jr.
Robert Sussman
William L. Thomas
Hilary  Tompkins
Michael Traynor
Kimberly Udovic
Carita Shenklin Walker
Alex Wang
Benjamin F. Wilson

Leadership Council

ELI's Leadership Council is a society of prominent environmental, energy, and natural 
resource leaders who are deeply committed to ELI's mission, as reflected by their generous 
giving of time, input, and financial resources. We are especially grateful to the steering 
committee, chaired by Kathy Robb. Steering committee members are bolded below.

Jean Blain
Margaret (Peggye)   
 Cohen
John Dernbach
Charles Di Leva
Henry Dixon
Dan A. Emmett
David Farer

Susan Hairston
Virginia Keare
Michael Miller
Gerrish Milliken
Lee Paddock
David Pearson
William K. Rawson

ELI Supporters
We wanted to give a special thank-you 
to additional ELI donors who gave over 
$500 in 2023.

In recognition of Judge Nancy B. Firestone, and 
with the generous support of Patricia Payne 
and the rest of the Firestone family, ELI hosted 
an inaugural policy forum in Judge Firestone’s 
honor on October 24, 2023 (pictured below). 
The Firestone Policy Forum serves as an annual 
occasion to bring the environmental community 
together around a cutting-edge question of 
environmental policy or practice, to imagine, 
educate, dialogue, problem solve, and co-create 
together, reflecting the special qualities of the 
Firestone Policy Forum’s namesake.

Firestone Policy Forum

Inaugural Firestone Policy Forum

27 Impact Report 2023 28Environmental Law Institute



The Institute’s programs and projects to advance environmental protection through law, 
policy, and management are made possible by generous support from our corporate, 
foundation, and other institutional donors.

INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT

Alfred P. Sloan Foundation via 
Yale University

Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer 
LLP
 
The Atticus Trust

Bloom Energy

BNSF Railway

Bonefish and Tarpon Trust, Inc.

ClimateWorks Foundation

Naomi and Nehemiah Cohen 
Foundation

Constellation

Cumberland River Compact

The Curtis and Edith Munson 
Foundation

Dynamic Planet

Electric Power Research 
Institute, Inc. 

The Environmental
Collaboratory at Drexel 
University

European Institute of Peace

Global Environment Facility

The Henry Luce Foundation
 
The JPB Foundation

Marten Law LLP

Leaves of Grass Fund

The Lincoln Institute of Land 
Policy 
 
Monterey Bay Aquarium 
Foundation

Natural Resources Defense 
Council, Inc. 

The New York Community Trust 

The Oak Foundation 

Ørsted A/S

Pegasus Foundation

Pegasys Global Consulting (Pty) 
Ltd

Rights and Resources Initiative
Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation

Schwab Charitable by 
recommendation of Schmidt 
Futures

Stantec Consulting Inc.
 
Stockholm International Water 
Institute 

The Summit Foundation 

Swedish Postcode Foundation

Nelson S. Talbott Foundation

The University of Arizona

Vanderbilt Law School

Vanguard Charitable by 
recommendation of The Vegan 
Fund

The Walton Family Foundation 

Waitt Institute

The World Bank Group

Leslie Carothers
John C. Cruden
Stephen Dujack
Ridgway M. Hall, Jr.*

Carol Adaire Jones
Craig Mathews
William H. Meadows
Thomas Mounteer

Elissa Parker
John A. Pendergrass
Ann Powers
Scott E. Schang

* In grateful memory

Members of ELI's Legacy Society have indicated the Environmental Law Institute as a 
beneficiary in their will, trust or other estate planning documents. Their incredible generosity 
inspires and enables us to fulfill our mission of creating law that works for people places and 
the planet.

Legacy Society

Beveridge & Diamond PC  
in support of the Diversity Law Clerk

Crowell & Moring LLP
in support of the Environmental Justice 
Clerkship Program

Nicholas Targ  
in support of the EJ and the  
Law Fellowship

Nancie, Conall, & Jeremy Rubin 
in support of the Jim Rubin International 
Fellowship

Intern and Fellow Support

Beveridge & Diamond PC 
for general counsel

Paul Hastings  
for employment counsel

Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP  
for trademark and copyright support

Pro Bono Support

 Jordan Diamond, ELI President, 
and John Lovenburg, Vice 
President at BNSF Railway and 
ELI Board Member at ELI's 2023 
Environmental Achievement 
Award Dinner.
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2023 ELI MEMBERS
Corporate Champion
IBM Corporation

Corporate Partners
Constellation
Lockheed Martin
Pfizer Inc.
The Coca-Cola Company

Corporate Members
BNSF Railway
Cabot Corporation
CropLife America
First Environment, Inc.
General Electric Company
HAI (History Associates, Inc.)
Hess Corporation
NRG Energy
The Boeing Company
Toyota Motor North America,  
 Inc.
TRC Companies
Volkswagen
Walmart Inc.

Professional Partners
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer 
 & Feld LLP
ArentFox Schiff LLP
Arnold & Porter Kaye  
 Scholer LLP
Babst, Calland, Clements  
 and Zomnir, PC
Baker Botts LLP
Baker & Hostetler LLP
Bergeson & Campbell, PC
Beveridge & Diamond PC
Blank Rome LLP
Bracewell LLP
Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner  
 LLP
Covington & Burling LLP
Crowell & Moring LLP
DLA Piper
Dorsey & Whitney LLP
Farella Braun + Martel LLP
Geosyntec Consultants, Inc.
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Haynes & Boone, LLP
Hogan Lovells US LLP

Holland & Knight LLP
Hunton Andrews Kurth
K&L Gates LLP
Keller & Heckman LLP
Kelley Drye & Warren LLP
King & Spalding LLP
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Latham & Watkins LLP
Marten Law LLP
Nossaman LLP
Perkins Coie LLP
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw 
 Pittman LLP
Shook Hardy & Bacon LLP
Sidley Austin LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate,  
 Meagher & Flom LLP
Stoel Rives LLP
Van Ness Feldman LLP
Venable LLP
Vinson & Elkins LLP
White & Case LLP
Wiley Rein LLP
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and
 Dorr LLP

Professional Associates
Alston & Bird LLP
Barnes and Thornburg LLP
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
Downey Brand LLP
Exponent, Inc.
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver 
 & Jacobson LLP
Holland & Hart LLP
O'Melveny & Myers LLP
Sullivan & Worcester
Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
Winston & Strawn LLP

Government and 
Academic Group Members
Air Force Environmental Law 
 Field Support Center
Department of the Air Force
Environmental Protection 
 Agency Region 9
FAA Office of Chief Counsel
Lakeland Electric/City of 
 Lakeland
Los Alamos National 
 Laboratory

Montana Department of 
 Environmental Quality
New York City Law 
 Department
Orange County Florida 
 Government
Oregon Department of Justice -
 Natural Resource Section 
Roger Williams University 
 School of Law
Small Business Administration
Texas Attorney General's 
 Office
U.S. Department of Housing & 
 Urban Development
U.S. Department of Justice
United States Coast Guard
University of Maryland School 
 of Law
Vanderbilt University Law 
 School
Virginia Department of
 Environmental Quality
Virginia Department of 
 Transportation
Virginia Office of the Attorney 
 General

Public Interest Members
Chesapeake Bay Foundation
Defenders of Wildlife
Earthjustice
Ocean Conservancy
Southern Environmental Law
 Center

Public Interest Friends
American Rivers
Center for Progressive Reform
The Conservation Fund
EELC, Rutgers
Environmental Law and Policy 
 Center of the Midwest
Lone Star Legal Aid
Midwest Environmental 
 Advocates
Minnesota Center for 
 Environmental Advocacy
Monterey Bay Aquarium
The Ocean Foundation
Oceana
United States Energy 
  Foundation
Watershed Institute
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... and to our 1,500 (and counting!) individual members: 
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A complete, audited 2023 financial statement will be available in April 2024 on 
our website at https://www.eli.org/annual-report.

47%
Grants  

(Foundation & 
Other )

14.5%
Unrestricted  
Giving

21.5%
Grants (Federal)

In-kind Donations
3%

14%
Membership  
& Publications

FINANCE

62%
Research &

Other Projects

16%
Operations

18%
Membership
& Publications

4%
Fundraising

Revenue Expenses 
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We make law work for people,  
places, and the planet.

 EnvironmentalLawInstitute

EnvironmentLaw

Environmental-Law-Institute

@ELIORG

 @environmentallawinstitute

1730 M Street NW, Suite 700 
Washington, DC 20036

www.eli.org

Art and Design by Evan Odoms.


