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 Questions



What doesn’t ATTAINS do?



ATTAINS doesn’t:

 Host your water 
quality data

 Submit your data to 
WQX

 Do your assessments 
for you

 Determine your 
assessment criteria for 
you



ATTAINS: What is it?



ASSESSMENT
TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD (TMDL)

TRACKING AND
IMPLEMENTATION

SYSTEM

ATTAINS



ATTAINS: What does it do?
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 Online reporting tool to replace your Tribal 
Assessment Report (TAR)

 May still need to provide supplemental information
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What does ATTAINS do?

 Online reporting tool to replace your Tribal 
Assessment Report (TAR)

 May still need to provide supplemental information
 Holds water quality assessment decisions and 

submits them to EPA
 Saves assessment unit (AU) and monitoring location 

(ML) information in the system
 Each year you only need to submit your assessment decisions 

unless there have been additions to your MLs
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 With the community
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What does ATTAINS do?

 Great way to share your water quality data
 With the public
 With your Tribal Council
 With the community

 Everything is displayed visually in How’s My 
Waterway 

 Nice way to compare Tribal data next to State data 
because States use it too



How’s My Waterway Snapshot



How’s My Waterway Snapshot



How’s My Waterway Snapshot





Considerations for Using ATTAINS

Do you have WQS?
What are your water quality criteria?
Designated uses?
What is your assessment window?
How many data points are needed to make a 

determination?



Assessment Methodology

 Probably the most important and most 
valuable piece of participating in ATTAINS
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Assessment Methodology

 Probably the most important and most 
valuable piece of participating in ATTAINS

 If you have WQS, this process may be easier
 If you don’t, it requires more thought and 

planning
May already have some of the information in 

your QAPP or reference your WQS
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Considerations for Using ATTAINS

 Assessment units
 Will you use points for sample locations? 

No GIS required
 Polygon for lake (or watershed)
 Line segments for stream reaches

How do you determine the segment? Entire reach?
These both require GIS

 If using GIS, this must be submitted before you can 
submit assessments
Does your Tribe have the capacity to do this?



Considerations for Using ATTAINS

 Do you have a lot of assessment units or monitoring 
locations?

 Options:
 Manual entry using the ATTAINS web interface
 Batch uploading using spreadsheets in ATTAINS



Considerations for Using ATTAINS

 Understanding 
Impairments
 Cause
 Observed Effect
 Insufficient Information
 Meeting Criteria
 Criteria vs Thresholds
 Parameter attainment 

vs parameter status
 Use attainment



ATTAINS: How Do You 
Become Involved?



Requirements from the Tribe

Must be up to date on grants and 
deliverables

 Submitting data to WQX
 Completing assessments
Willing to complete an assessment 

methodology
 Submit a letter of interest to the Region



What Can You Do Now?



What Can You Do Now?

Develop an assessment methodology!
 Incredibly valuable piece whether you submit 

through ATTAINS or not
Future training??

Keep up to date on assessments and grant 
requirements

 Continue submitting data to WQX



What Can You Do Now?

 Be Patient!
 Can’t bring everyone 

in at once
 Requires additional 

time from mentor 
tribes and EPA to help 
 In person trainings
Funding



Working with a Mentor 
Tribe



Working with a Mentor Tribe

 Assigned to you by 
EPA Regional Staff

 Someone “local” you 
can work with

 One-on-one feedback
 Beneficial having a 

Tribal perspective
 History of the Mentor 

Program



Final Thoughts

Worth the effort?
Yes – especially for the assessment methodology

Requires some thought to initiate
Heavy lift initially
 In the long-term, a time saver
 Allows one to really look at what the WQ 

data is saying



Questions?

K A Y L A  B O W E ,  R E D  L A K E  N A T I O N
K A Y L A . B O W E @ R E D L A K E N A T I O N . O R G

mailto:Kayla.bowe@redlakenation.org
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