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Overview

• WQ Branch

• WQ Monitoring

• Data and Information

• What is AWW?

• AWW and ADEM



WQ Branch

• WQ Standards

–Designated Uses

–Narrative and Numeric Criteria

–Antidegradation 

• Listing and Assessment

–303(d) List

– Integrated Report

• TMDLs



WQ Monitoring

• Field parameters (pH, Temperature, etc.)

• Conventional parameters (Nutrients, CBOD5, etc.)

• Bacteriological parameters (E. coli, Enterococci)

• Toxics (Metals, etc.)

• Habitat assessments

• Fish Tissue

• Fish IBI

• Macroinvertebrates

• Periphyton

• Diurnal studies

• Flows



Data and information

• USGS

• USEPA

• TVA

• NOAA

• USFWS

• Mobile Bay NEP

• Dauphin Island Sea 
Lab

• GSA

• NRCS

• Soil and Water Cons.

• ADCNR

• ACWP

• ADPH

• Citizen/watershed 
groups



Data and information

• Data and information from other agencies, 
industry or industry groups, neighboring 
states, and watershed groups will be 
considered and evaluated

– Must meet min. data requirements and comply 
with QA/QC requirements 

– Assists the Dept. in making use support 
determinations and focus WQ monitoring 
priorities from year to year. 



Data and information

• Section 4.9 of methodology details QA/QC

• Data submitted should include methods used 
to collect data

– Study plans

– SOPs

– Documentation data was or was not collected 
consistent with requirements in methodology



What is AWW?

• A citizen volunteer, water quality monitoring 
program

• Established in 1992

• Use EPA-approved monitoring plans

• Train citizens to monitor conditions in local 
waterbodies

• Citizen monitoring, university-based program, 
and non-profit association



AWW Support

• “First alert” for ADEM

• Focus WQ monitoring priorities

• Additional WQ data

• Data requested every year

• Request sampling of 4a waters



AWW Sites



AWW Sites



AWW Chemical Data



AWW Bacteria Data





Success stories

• Ryan Creek Pathogen TMDL

– AWW data was beneficial in understanding how 
Ryan Creek behaves under different hydrological 
conditions.

• Miller Creek

– DO data from AWW indicated low DO levels which 
prompted more monitoring by the Dept. 



Questions??

Jennifer Haslbauer

Chief, Standards & Planning Section

Water Quality Branch

334-274-4250

jhaslbauer@adem.alabama.gov 

Alabama Water Watch

Website: 
https://aaes.auburn.edu/alabamawater

watch/ 

awwprog@auburn.edu

1-888-844-4785 or 334-844-4785

mailto:jhaslbauer@adem.alabama.gov
https://aaes.auburn.edu/alabamawaterwatch/
https://aaes.auburn.edu/alabamawaterwatch/
mailto:awwprog@auburn.edu
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