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Prioritizing waters for restoration and 

protection planning for the next 10 years

Utah’s Prioritization 2.0



Types of Plans:

● TMDLs

● Nine-element Watershed Plans

● Advanced Restoration Plans

● Protection Plans

● Nonpoint Source Priority Areas



Recovery Potential Screening (RPS) Tool 

Objective Scenario Watershed 
Selection Criteria

Ecological 
Indicators

Stressor Indicators Social Indicators

1. What pollutants 
pose the greatest 
risk to human 
health?

1A. What nutrient 
impaired AUs with 
agricultural land 
uses  and increased 
population growth 
are within drinking 
water source 
protection areas?

Nutrient 
impairment

PHWA Watershed 
Health Index, 
State

● Nutrient Impaired Waters Count in HUC12
● % Agriculture in HUC12
● % Urban in HUC12
● Livestock Density in HUC12
● Population Density in HUC12
● Manure Nitrogen Application in HUC12
● Synthetic Fertilizer Nitrogen Application in HUC12
● Manure Phosphorus Application in HUC12
● Synthetic Fertilizer Phosphorus Application in HUC12
● % Urban Change in HUC12 (2001-19)
● % Projected Change in Developed Cover in HUC12, 

SSP5 Scenario

● % Drinking Water Source Protection Area 
in HUC12, Surface

● % Drinking Water Source Protection Area 
in HUC12, Ground

● Drinking Water Surface Intake Count in 
HUC12

● Drinking Water Groundwater Intake 
Count in HUC12

● Drinking Water Population Served in 
HUC12

● Nutrient NPS Pollution Control Project 
Presence in HUC12

● 19 Scenarios to address designated uses, environmental 
justice, climate change, tribal considerations, and protection

● Scenarios run for each hydrologic basin for better resolution 





Recovery Potential Screening  Tool Challenges

● Selecting Indicators - Ensure that indicators weren’t 
duplicative and had enough data to be meaningful 
●Difference in boundaries between Utah’s 

Assessment Units  and HUCs
●Distilling the results 



Stakeholder Survey



Outreach 

● For each basin, visit with watershed councils and stakeholder 
groups to gather input on the preliminary list
● Revise approach document with Prioritization list and release 

for public comment 



Find more information 
on our website

https://deq.utah.gov/water-quality/watershed-monitoring-program/watershed-management-program


Jodi Gardberg, Watershed Protection Section Manager

Utah Division of Water Quality

jgardberg@utah.gov

(385)242-6039

Questions?

mailto:jgardberg@utah.gov
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