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Available Data Tools

Easy to Use Need ATTAINS 
Login

Available Snapshots Refresh Frequency Available 
Scales

How’s My 
Waterway

Yes No Org Final and Later Approximately Monthly with the 
Geospatial Service

HUC12, State, 
and Tribe

ATTAINS 
Reports

Yes Yes
All (If State/Tribal User)

Org Public Comment and 
Later (If EPA User)

Instantaneous (If State/Tribal 
User)

Instantaneous Upon Promotion 
(If EPA User)

State and Tribe

ATTAINS 
Services

Depends on Comfort with 
REST Services

No Org Public Comment and 
Later

Instantaneous Upon Promotion State and Tribe

ATTAINS 
Geospatial 

Service

Depends on Comfort with 
GIS Software

No Org Final and Later Approximately Monthly National

Expert
Query

Yes, but make sure you are 
interpreting results 

correctly
No Org Final and Later Weekly National



How many stream miles in Oregon 
are impaired for swimming use?



Use How’s 
My 
Waterway 
State Page



Where are the waters in Oregon that 
are impaired for recreation use due 

to pathogens?



Use How’s My 
Waterway 
State 
Advanced 
Search



What are all the TMDLs in Maine?



Use the 
Actions 
Report in 
ATTAINS



Which waters are new to category 5 
this cycle in Montana?



Use the 
Cycle 
Comparison 
Report in 
ATTAINS



How many TMDL Projects were approved so far in 
FY 2024 in Region 7?



Use ATTAINS Services

https://attains.epa.gov/attains-public/api/actions?actionTypeCode=tmdl&stateCode=KS&tmdlDateLaterThan=2023-10-1&returnCountOnly=Y

Base URL for Actions service

Action type code indicator

State code indicator

Indicates TMDL was approved in FY 2023

Indicates that a number 
should be returned 
instead of a list of 

TMDLs



What is the most commonly reported 
impairment nationally?



Use the ATTAINS Geospatial Service



Where are the waters impaired for 
nutrients nationally?



Use the ATTAINS Geospatial Service



Which waters have a TMDL and are 
fully supporting nationally?



Use the ATTAINS Geospatial 
Service



Where What are the waters impaired 
for nutrients nationally?



Use Expert Query



What are the impaired waters 
(category 4 and 5) nationally?



Use Expert Query



Summary of Suggested Tools
Question How’s My 

Waterway
ATTAINS 

Geospatial Service

ATTAINS 
Reports 

(Requires Login)

ATTAINS 
Services

Expert 
Query Comment

Where?
Yes, within a 
state/Org or 
local area

Yes, at the national 
or state/Org level No No No “Where” questions--or questions that 

involve maps--require geospatial data

Summary

Yes, within a 
state or local 

area

Yes, at the 
Parameter Group or 

Use Group level

Yes, within an 
Organization

Depends on 
the question 

to be 
summarized

No
Several tools will provide limited 

summaries.  Expert Query provides rows of 
data but no summaries.

Query
State Advanced 

tab allows 
limited filtering

Yes, at the 
Parameter Group or 
Use Group level, at 
the national or state 
level. Returns one 

record per AU

Yes, within an 
Organization

Limited 
filtering, and 

must be 
included in 
web service 

call

Yes

If you want to search or filter for rows of 
specific data, Expert Query may be your 
best option, if it is public data.  (For non-
public data, use Reports module within 

ATTAINS.)  Expert Query allows querying 
across multiple Organizations or States but 
may result in very large tabular datasets.

Different Tools work better for different types of questions



For Further Reference
• How’s My Waterway:  https://mywaterway.epa.gov/

• Expert Query: https://owapps.epa.gov/expertquery/attains/

• Public ATTAINS Website:  https://www.epa.gov/waterdata/attains
• Using ATTAINS Web Services:  https://www.epa.gov/waterdata/get-

data-access-public-attains-data#WebServices
• ATTAINS Geospatial Services:  https://www.epa.gov/waterdata/get-

data-access-public-attains-data#AttainsGeo
• ATTAINS Reports Module:  https://www.epa.gov/waterdata/upload-data-

resources-registered-attains-users#reports-module

https://mywaterway.epa.gov/
https://owapps.epa.gov/expertquery/attains/
https://www.epa.gov/waterdata/attains
https://www.epa.gov/waterdata/get-data-access-public-attains-data#WebServices
https://www.epa.gov/waterdata/get-data-access-public-attains-data#WebServices
https://www.epa.gov/waterdata/get-data-access-public-attains-data#AttainsGeo
https://www.epa.gov/waterdata/get-data-access-public-attains-data#AttainsGeo
https://www.epa.gov/waterdata/upload-data-resources-registered-attains-users#reports-module
https://www.epa.gov/waterdata/upload-data-resources-registered-attains-users#reports-module


Participant Questions



Hands-On



Questions?

•Jesse Boorman-Padgett
•boorman-padgett.jesse@epa.gov

•Wendy Reid
•reid.wendy@epa.gov

mailto:boorman-padgett.jesse@epa.gov
mailto:young.dwane@epa.gov
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